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Four Winds wins substantial grant to involve the local community in the arts

The Four Winds Festival has been awarded $420,000 through the Australia Council’s Creative Communities Partnership Initiative* to work with the Sapphire Coast community to increase their involvement in music and the performing arts, and to build the capacity of the organisation.

Announcing the grant at the 2010 Four Winds Festival at Easter at Barragga Bay just south of Bermagui, NSW, the member for Eden Monaro, Mike Kelly congratulated the Four Winds Festival Board on their drive and initiative in securing the grant on behalf of the local community.

Chair of the Four Winds Festival, Sheena Boughen said “I am so excited by the potential this grant gives the region. The last fourteen festivals have only been made possible because of the commitment of local volunteers, and at last we will be able to do some of the things we have dreamt of.” 

The Australia Council support will enable Four Winds and the community to create high quality arts over the next two years by developing the following activities:

Bermagui Stories – investigating, documenting and sharing the stories of the people in Bermagui resulting in a new sound installation which will feature in the Bermagui Community Centre in the lead up to and during the 2012 Festival

Inspiring: creativity and Young People on the Sapphire Coast – nurturing the musical environment for young people of the region by creating resources, networks and opportunities through partnerships with local musicians, the South East Arts Region (SEAR) and music educators across schools of the region in partnership with music educators from Sydney’s MLC.

Creative Clusters – “Let’s talk” celebrates senses of place, and is a series of broadcast conversations with the community that brings together artists, planners, thinkers and growers about current problems and future directions – including redefining what agri-CULTURE can mean in the 21st century.  Additionally, a partnership with the Sapphire Coast Tourism Board (to foster cultural tourism in the region where commerce, community and culture intersect) can assist in developing the financial sustainability of the Festival.

“This two year grant will enable the Festival to provide more outreach and encouragement to the local community to participate in activities such as Windsong, the spectacular free opening performance of this Festival. Windsong has over 150 local singers, musicians and dancers performing and working with world class musicians to produce an event which tells stories of the sea, the wind and the place.”

Four Winds has consulted extensively with communities up and down the coast, and has identified a strong wish to assist in the emergence of a “creative cluster” of individuals, occupations and networks within the region to contribute to community renewal and sustainability.

“This money will enable Four Winds to invest in the community, to build a sustainable and creative hub for all sorts of artistic endeavours, but in particular our vision is that Four Winds be a catalyst for creativity which transforms the community by providing social, environmental, economic and cultural value, ” said Sheena Boughen. 

Media contact: Marilyn  Chalkley 0418 624 304

(The Creative Communities Partnership Initiative is a Federal Government commitment providing $10 million over four years to supporting opportunities for Australians to participate in meaningful arts and cultural activities in the places where they live, encouraging innovation and enhancing community wellbeing.
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